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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

ones, or over parts of the world that were not well organized politically.
Egypt, Persia, Greece under Alexander, and the Roman Empire all illus-
trate this. At certain periods China has expanded enormously. In mod-
ern times the British Empire is the most outstanding illustration, but all
the great powers and some small ones also illustrate the matter. The
following list of countries which own colonies in other parts of the world
is interesting in this respect. It shows the extent to which the countries
of the world controlled oudying possessions before the second World War.

Countries
	Central Country
		Outlying Possessions, Dominions, etc.
	
	Area, square miles
	Population (thousands)
	Area, square miles (thousands)
	Population (thousands)

I. North Sea I   Great Britain ...   .
	94,600 212,700 1 1, 800 12,700 17,000 124,600
	46,800 42,000 8,500 8,700 3,8oo 2,900
	13,261 4,618 930 790
 122*
 24t
	460,000 65,000 13,500 63,000 41* 2.5t

2. France      ........
				
3. Belgium ..........
				
4. Netherlands .........
				
5. Denmark ...........
				
6. Norway ............
				
Total               .....
	473,400
 119,700 194,000 34,500
	112,700
 43,000 23,500 7,300
	19,745
 1,223 132
 810
	601,543.5
 10,200
 1,500
 9,200

II. Other European 7. Italy ...............
				
8. Spain ..............
				
9. Portugal ............
				
Total .......
	348,200
 6,589,000 2,974,000 147,600
	73,800
 147,000 127,000 71,000
	2,155
 1,507 712 609
	20,900
 24,000 15,000 64,000

III. Non-European lo. Soviet Republic. . . .
				
ii. United States .......
				
12. Japan ........... i . .
				

				
13. iQ-century China ....
	i,459,ooo
	411,000
	3,021
	97,000

* Faroe Islands and ice-free part of Greenland,
t Spitzbergen and other islands, winter population.

One of the remarkable features of this list is that half of the countries
which now own outlying possessions border the North Sea. Little Den-
mark and Norway, to be sure, possess nothing but cold northern islands,
with a very scanty population. The essential point, however, is that they
possess certain qualities, either geographical or racial, which have made
them spread their political power beyond their own borders. The Nether-
lands and Belgium, although small, have large and populous colonies,
capable of producing great wealth. Great Britain and France go far